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sEL-N CE my coming from Sea I have read the 
£4© ſeyeral Prints which have been publiſhed, and 
 haveal(o in daily Converſationabout Town 
| obſerved the various Reportsagd On ves 

ſtands 


VN - of Men, every onediſcquriing.as he ta 
affected touching the. Condutt and. Behdvi- 
: our .of the ſeveral Squadrons-of His Majeſties. Fleet by Sea 
during this'Expedition z: I perceive,that.chroygh.the hear 
-of mens manifold contradictions both in- Court and Gity » 
the ſtoryof the whole matteris.told only as this, and v50ber 
Faction or-AﬀeRion would have it: by which means: the 
Truth of things hath been hidddn from-His Majeſty, andis 
like ro:-be fromthe Parliament! and People of England, un- 
lefs:there ſtandiforth.fome faithful:Relator. . Therefore in 
allLoyaltyto my: King,;: and-with a moſt affectionate r.ne- 
ar$ro his Service; *thache-and bis ! Barliament may truly 
- underſtand where: the fault lies, thatithey (afcer (ogreatan 
-Excpence'of Bloud/and'Treafure) cbaveireaped. no greater 
-fruibof fo grand an Ulndertatking z.Lconceaveitmypduty, 
having had the. opportunity toberan) Eye-witnebs abevety 
Motion and A&ion'from firſt:to 1aft,o and: being /00: iway 
© - obliged to faveur or-disfavobrany;Party concerned there- 
in, *to'rake Pen in hatid, and pivethisclear account ofthe 
\Buſmeſs. 
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But before I come to matter of fa, it will be very con- 
venient to acquaint you with ſome particulars, the-know-- 
ledge whereof is abſolutely neceſſary to gain a right under-. 
ſtanding of the Subje@ here related. ET 13 
Afﬀrter a continuation of the War this laſt:Somer-yith the 
United Provinces had been reſolved on by His Majeſty, the. 
next thing to be thought 61) was the appointing a Comman-- 
der in Chief over the Fleet that ſhould be ſen: forth ; and' 
concerning the Perſon, though all men judged the Imploy- | 
ment of cofirſe might continue in the hands of His Royal. 
Highneſs the Duke of York,as Lord High Admiral of Zng- 
land, yet upon weighty' reaſons of State it was at. length. 
| thought beſt for the-good of this Kingdom; whictris highly 
concerned in the ſafety of the'Heir Apparent of the Crown, 
- that at preſentHis Royal Highneſs ſhould be excuſed; from 
"ing any further thehazard of his'Perſon in fo danger- 
- ous a Service; he'having-already rooofren expoſed himſelf 
at*Sez with high courage and reſojution': and therefore His. 
- Highneſs Prince: Rupert being nominated asthe next -fitceſt- 
- Perſon to undertake the Command,His Majeſty was:pleaſed 
: to reſolve thereupon. And with this His Majefties purpoſe 
_ ! thereimmediately enſucd'a marvellous concurtenceof the. 
peoples affeions in City and'Country,(all over the King- 
dom). as well in regard of the Royal Stock from whence His 
Highneſs (prang;as- of his high courage, condi&;andlong 
"experience in-Afﬀfairs/Military by Seaand Land} in this and 
 Mafy-other Nations $ 'but:yer morein reſpe@& of. his ' tried 
conſtaricy ro; and'ZtleTor-che- Reformed Proteſtant Profeſſion - 
of* Religion, and all! the Intereſts thereof, for- the: ſake 
whereof He and His Royal Family had”. long ſuffered: the 
utmoſtexcremicyq>the ſenſe wheteofiwas that-which- chief-- 
- ty drew the Beares! of che People ito rejoyce in His Ma- 
yeftics Alzignation ofithar moſt Illuftrious: Peince:z it be- 
- 3ng at ſucha'time when the Parliament had taken cogni- 
zance of the Confidence and Inſolence of the Popiſh Party, 
” ; 4E? man y- 


having a deſign to ſink Sipkers between the Middle Grounds, . 


' many of which being crept into Places: of Truſt and Com- 
mand, pou arr univerſal jealoafie to the Kingdom y inſo- 
much that His Majeſty and the Partiament ſaw it neceſſa- 
, for the breaking of their ſtrength and confidence,to pur 
anHyiverſal'Teft upon all men that held any publick Office | 
or Imploy by Sea or Land, in order to the removing of all 
ſuch, as not ſubmitting thereto ſhould be found Pepiſbly af- 
feFed; Bur yet notwithſtanding this general Approbation 
and Applauſe of the Commander in Chief, there were a 
- Generation of men of another mind, who having found all 
their arts and enceayours of diverting His Majeſty from his 
choice to be in vain, tack'd about to the old:trick of Stare, 
of deviſing how underhandrto take off the Chariot wheels- 
of the Princes Expedition, and to clap. on dead weight toretard” 
kim ;.and ſo to hanule the matter among all ſorts of Navy 
and Sea Offcers,that partly. defe& of due Preparation, Fur- 
; niture,. and Supplies might diſable him, partly theill Ti- 
ming of every Requiſite; and finally the ſtarting of Inter- 
ets, Diſcontents and little Feuds-in the Fleet,might render 
the whole Enterprize of no moreeffect then might juſt ſuit 
with their,owa ends,. and- if poffible bring back the Prince 
with no more vitory then what might pleaſe themand their. 
Accomplices, In order thereuntoiitis worth the while to 
conlider how patthings were laid and fell out. for our 
Preparations were ſo delayed, that the D##ch got:their Fleet. 
out before us z and after we were in part-ready, it wast0- 
wards the end of April before the Prince could ger his Com- 
miſton, aad. Inftrugion to ad by them , ſo that the Dwuicb 


.to ſpoil the going:of our Ships out-and into the River, were - 
-very near the effeQting of it; and had'done ir, but that, His : 
Highneſs ſuſpe@ing it, with much induſtry gottogether as- 
many of the 4th..and 5th. rate Ships as he could; and-ſome 
Fireſhips, with which he went quickly out; and. defeated : 
the-miſchief they intended... "7p IR 
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Mattersbeifng carried thus 210 by:Friends at, home, 
-the ſame ſpirit ſcem'd. alſo to;poſſefs our Confederates on 
-the Coaſt of France : ſothat there was the more. urgent 
neceflity ſor us to have doubled our Diligence, and to have 
made all imaginable haſte; for we had certain'intelligence 
that the French Fleet (being then at Breſt) would not ſtir 
fromi'their own Coaſt till they ſhould hear that Ours were 
got into the Chanel; fo that even then an # omen aroſe 
in our minds, .that they in time of Aion might fall ſhorr 

of ſuch Alacrity as becomes ſo grand an Undertaking : 
Eſpecially ſeeing we had at the ſame time intelligence alſo 
that the'Dutch were labouring night and day to augmenc 
theirFleer, and would grow ſtronger and ſtronger every 
-day.'It being therefore neceſſary we ſhould joyn the Frexch 
with: all ſpeed, His Highneſs reſolving ps: on high 
proof 'of his courage in all Attempts, to paſs in deſpighc 

of the Enemy then riding nigh the Guxfleet z and of his 

prudence, in ſocleanly paſſing with the Fleet againſt the 
Wind through-a Paſſage of ſc great hazardas the Ner- 
70w. 'For which' hazard (to the endangering of His Ma-_ 

jeſties whole Fleet) the Nation ows much to the contri- 
ivers of thoſe delays, which gave the Dutch opportunity 
toreduce His Highneſs to the neceſflity of ſo paſsing, if he 

mean to-uinite with the French, Which brave Acchieve- 
ment of his ſtruck ſuch a-terror into the Enemy, that they 
durſt/hot abide by it, but bore away to their own Coaſtzto 

ride” ſecure upon their guard within: the Sands at Schone- | 
welt, 
Waich-gallant Adtion of His Highneſs deſerves (o 
much the greater eſtimation, ſeeing nevecrany Princewent 
forth-vpon a War for the Publick good, and the Honour 
-f' any "Nation, - under - greater / diſcouragements. : -Ber 
ſome Pexſons'þpf-high Truſt .under His: Majeſty 'had ſuch 

an Influence upon Aﬀairs, that when they could no long- 
er hinder the iſſuing forth of His' Highneſs /Commilston, 

-they! took care ſo to qualifie and cartail it, that they Tet 
im 
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Fleet , unleſs he could upon requeſt obtain the favour ſo. te 
dozfo that Perſons were put upon him-for Sea- Officers from: 
whom (for the moſt part.) as he could have no; partcular 
aſſurance of affe&ion to himſelf, ſo he was altogether un- 
acquainted, whether they had moſt Faith' and Firmneſs to 

His Majeſty and the Kingdoms Service, or to the Intrigues 
and-Service of their own particular Patrons, 

' Upon this account it was, That when the Prince. had 
pitched upon Sir Robert Holmes for Imployment under him, 
as a man of tried Valour, Fidelity, and Experience in Sea- 
fights, and onethat his Highnefs could ſafely Confide in ,. 
being one that from his Youth had been Educated in his 
Highneſs's Family, it was ſo carried that' he could by no 
means be admitted into any Command : and becauſe of 
ſome animoſity berwixt him and Sir Edward Sprage, that 
one point was made uſe of,as a pretence for the laying of. 
him afide, notwithſtanding the earneſt Endeavours of the 
Prince to have got his old Servant along with him, one: 
whom he might ſurely haverelied on. And to that end, bis. 
His hneſs had propounded-\uch ways and means to recqncile: 
che matter, ſo as to-make both of them uſeful to the publick:. 
Intereſt; and toſatisfie the Reaſon of all the Intereſted Ob- 
jetors, if they had a mind'to beſatisfied. ; 
Buritſeems by what fell out afterwards, that they had: 
other work for Sir Edward Sprage todo beſides fighting by. 
Sex,andtherefore the ſacrificing of Sir Robert Holmes to Pri+ 
vacy,and'the laying him-aſide from the opportonity of pry- 
Lt the management of Sea-affairs,wasa thing by them: 


judped on divers accounts at this time abſolutely neceſſary: 


19 their ends; for they had determined (as appears) to» 
ſen! Sir Edwird Spragg, though Vice- Admiral of the Blew- 
Squad to on ſpecial-Journey by Land to. negoriate inthe- 
Court france (who ſarely'isthe firſt Vice- Admiral that 
ev; el cc off'Zygland tothe French, to learn how to 
Fight at 964) where be was Graciouſly Received , Highly- 
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kim-not powerto-make ſo:much as 69e-Officer in the whole. 


Careſſed., 
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*Careſſed, and* thence Nobly 


cranſaced there, PET. | 
Nor was this allz/for,.'to make fyre work yet further, ic 


crowded with too many Concerns; for , when His Majefty 
in his Royal Wiſdom thought fit to give him. a Commiſh- 
il an'to raile a Maritime Regiment, which was to have been 


_— een I ere 


lagh, they preſently caſt abont how to fruſtrate this Order 
6t the Kings,and thereupon offered ſo ſpecious Reaſons for 
:1tito'his Royal Highneſs: the Duke of Tok, that he was 
thereby induced 'to divert his Majeſties purpoſe in-that mat- 
ter. Sothere was an end of his Commiſſton, 
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- And for the Chief Officers of his Highneſs's own Squa- 
.dron, it muſt be remarked alſo,how he was accommodated. 
(viz,) wnh Sir Fohn Harman for his Vice-Admiral ; 


— ———— 
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found with Sir Fob» Harman , if he had then been the 
Sir Fohn Harman he once was, (that is to (ay) the ſame 


w_ 


Cabin with the Gout, not able to ſtir either hand or foot, 
| The appointed Reer Admiral of the B/ew. was Capt, Nor- 
| borough ,who being; then:abſent in the Streights ,. came not 
_intill after the 'two- firſt engagements. 5 -which otherwiſe 


cers of the Fleet for that Place : For , though, he were a 


offence that muſt have been given. 40 -others.,, had) be.cn- 


* 


\* 


Quality as my Lord ofory into the Place. His, 


- 


obly Diſmiſſed, ſome {lay with.a 

Fewtel,"&c and all this ſo carried,that it was without the 
privity of Prince Rupert, who perhaps-knows not to-this mi-: 
nute,and no more then his Majeſty does, what buſineſs he. 


wa$35 cautiouſly provided, that his Highneſs might not be 


I! paidout of the Eſtabliſhment of Ireland by my Lord Rape- 


which is not mentioned as if any fault could have been. 


Active wan and Gallant Commander-; but alas 1 he. was 
Sick when he went aboard, & there tyed by the leg in his 


might haveoccafioned ſome competition :among the Offi - 


.good Seaman , yet there were many others in. the Fleet _ 
chat were of better merit. ,: and longer SErVIce-z, and: the, 


jayned it, was taken off. by putting a. Berſan, of 0. great . 


olneſſes.. 
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own Reer- Admira], was Sir Toh» Chicheley, a Perfon' 6f 
Honour and Quality, yetbur of late a Seaman': which is 
not- ſaid with intent of Diminytion, but only to give a clear 
account of things : For though a man may be of neyer ſo 
much merit'in other' Qualifications, yet if he be put upon 
any Office or Employntear, the lefs' Experience he hath 
had therein, the lels advantage he tis like. ro bring'to the 


'By theſe things it appears how the main Wheeles were 


clogged, and how fick the Officers muſt needs be, and 
how faitit the hearts of the whole Þleer, to obſerve: how 


they were dealt with upon ſo important an' occaſion,' as a 
War for the Interett and Honour of the King and King- 
dom; eſpecially when they ſaw they wanted both Work - 
me' ard Tools for the work, (that isto ſay) Seamenand 
Supplies. As ſor Seamen, it 15 to be noted, That though 
the Prince ma1iz « ivs Buſineſs to urge the petting of 
them betimes, Yer notwithſtanding all his folliciations, 
the Order for imprefling of Seamen could nor be got till 
it was very late, ſo that it was the Month of March 
before the Preſs began, though in the precedent year it be- 
gan as carly as November. But though it was this year 
ſo late as March, yet even. then, matters were fo carried, 
that it was impoſſible for his Highneſs to be ſufficiently 


Mann'd, ſeeing the Prefs-warrants were of little effec, 


being Checkt by ProteRions which had before been granted 
ro Thouſands of S:za men and Filher-men. and Water- men 
that would have made good. Sea-men. Nevertheleſs, his 
Highneſs abating no whit of his AﬀeRion and Zeal for Hjs 
Majeſty and his Nations Service, reſolved to break through 
all difcouragements; and as ill accommodated.as he was, 
ſeeing the Datch Fleet were got out, braving ' it upon” our 


Coaft, did with all Expedition haſten jorthto Sea; being 


fed at flcaft, and fer forward 'with'ſome' enipry' prom' ſes, 
That'Sea-men and Neceſlaries ſhould be ſent afrer' him; 


which'proved at length tobe but x miſerable Slurr put opon 
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fo high a Commander: And all other things miſerably 
ſuited, when after it drew on to, the Point of Aion ; as 
will appear in the enſuing part of this Relation- 

, For, on the 27th day of May, which was the day before 
our firſt Engagement with the Eenemy;when his Highneſs 
perceived they would not admit of a Fight in fair Sea- 
room , but kept to their Advantage riding within .the 
Sands at Schoxevelt, He according to a reſolve of a Coun- 
cel of War (His Majeſty preſent ) like a Magnanimous 
Prine, reſolved to Fight them in, that very place, rather 
then permit them to wear away theSummer with longer de- 
lays ; which they ſeemed mainly to.intend : which is the 
higheſt proof of Courage, the like Action having never 
been attempted in that ſtation before. So all the Sands 
having been ſounded ſome days before, and it having been 
concluded at a Councel of War held on Board the Royal 
Charles, to Attack the Enemy Riding there at Ancher in a 
Line betwecn the Rand and the Stony Baxk, his Highneſs on 
the 2$h. day about 9g a Clock in the Morning Commanded 
the firing of a Gun, .upon which we looſed our fore-top- 
{ail, and Weighed, and Hoiſted the VU n/0# Flagg on the Mi- 
zon, Peck, which is the Signal to Sai) on towards the Ene- 
- My. This was accordingly obeyed by a Sqoudron that was 
ordered out of the ſeveral Divifions of the Fleet, confi- 
ing in all of 35, Frigats, and 13. Fireſhips, who went with 
an cafie Sayl, the Wind at S. Sz. In the mean while the 
Body cf the French. (all, except ſome who ftragling got 
into our Liviſion.. did, indeed. behave themlclves very gal- 
lantly ) made little. or no $81]; but kept in the reer of us, 
though they ſaw the Hollander ſtretch it to. the Northe- 
ward. Then the Prince put forth the Rea Flagg on the 
Fore-topmaſt head; fo all our Commaded Ships went a 


head, and by 12..a Clock at. Noon Engaged the Enemies - 


Van, Commanded by Tromp :; The Prince himſclfalſo En- 
- gaged two hours before the French ; in which time we ſo 
preiſcd Tromp, that he was ſorced to give way, and retire 
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as far as the Sands would give him leave. ' Then the'Count 
a Eſtrees and the French Squadron became at length Engaged 
with de Ruyter : which proſpered not ſo well;for, they bore 
him not down, but rather left him. And ae Rayter, not 
to be behind with them in kindneſs, quitted them , and 
came to his Highneſs," "whoſe Squadron'being too near the 
Shore, was for that Reaſon neceſſitated ro Rtand the other 
way, to ſuch degree, that had it not been for fear of the 
Shoales, we had driven them into their Harbours, and given 
His Majeſty at that time a better account of them, not- 
withſtanding the ill accommoditions that: we were under $ 
more particularly in the Royal Charlei, His Highnel(s's own 
Ship, which proved ſo Crarick-fided, and fetch'd ſo much 
Water in at the Ports, that her lower Tire of Guns could 
not be made uſe of, though'it was a very eaſie Gale that 
we had during this Engagement; the-Iflue whereof was, 
That the Enemy had many Men (lain;many Ships'diſabled, 
and ſome deftroyed; Yea, and de Ryyter and Tromp muſt 
have been burnt by our Fireſhips, had they done their Duty. 
We ſaw two Ships ſunk. - The French ſay they ſaw one 
burnt, two diſabled, and three-run aſhoar. The Loſs on 
our fide was very inconfiderable, two of 'our Ships being 
only diſabled , viz. The Cambridge and Reſolution : very 
few Common Men were loſt , and only theſe Officers, 
Capt. Fowlis , Capt. worden, and Capt. Finch. Colonel 
Hamilton had- his Legg (hot, of which returning home, he 
died at London. All the reft that Engaged came off very 
bravely. $4 #1 | 68: 1208 

Now from the time of this Aion tothe 4th of Fun: 
little was done, fave the repairing of defe&ts, and amend- 
ing our Tackle, towards which we were all i\lfurniſhed as 
we were with all' other Neceſlaries, nothaving-fo much as 
Needles and Thread ſufficient for the'work;. ro the great 
Praiſe of our Providers'be it ſpoken. And though his 
Highneſs had'made-it his Bufineſs/Night/and: Day to ger 
the promiſed Supplies: of bo men aboard, :and ſome had 
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ungertaken to do it, yet it. came to. no Effec, :. On the 
14, of Twxe, which was the day before our Second Enpage- 
went; his Highnels ſulpecting the Enemy, that Riding on 
their own Coaſt they might be refitted and furniſhed with 


all things, the which benefit they knew ( as the Wind ' 


tood) we could not have, and fo: would be Encouraged 
to Come out again upon us, beftirred himſelf exceedingly 
to get into a poſture fit to receive them : and not preſu- 
ming, to truſt himſelf the ſecond time in the Royal Charles, 
he this day quitted her, and having opportunity of Wea- 
ther,. went aboard the Royal Soveraign, where imagining 
the Enemy might Attack us that Night, he went not to 
Bed, but waited till Morning, F«ze the 4th. when about 
9 a Clock our Scouts gavethe Sign, That the Enemy was 
2 Weighing with freſh Sea-men and Proviſions, to take 
their advantage againſt us, as they very fairly had it; for 
then a range thing-was done by Sir Edward Spragg, who, 
though be'was told of the Enemy, and ſaw them himſelf, 
yet would needs loſe ſo much time as to come fix Miles in 
his. Boat, and-bring bis Reer Admiral my Lord of Offory 
along with him aboard the Soweraign, under a pretence of 
Buſinels; the Conſequence whereof was, That the Ene- 
my coming on with the advantage of a ftiff Gale of Wind 
-at NM. E. The Blew Squadron Commanded by Sir Edward 
Sprazg, by reafon of his'abſence, Rood not away cloſe by 
the Wind: ro the. Northward, as/he had been Ordered to 
do,. though his. Highnebs with.all poſſible ſpeed: baftened 
him back ; who being got on Board, at length, aſter.loſs 
of time, made Say to the Northward., This paſſage of 
Sir Edward Spragg being obſerved by Count 4d Eftrees, he 
thereupon took accation: to lay/by, and delay 'time ; which 
point of behaviqur: we knew. not;what to think -of,: it, be» 
ing the ſeaſon' of Aﬀtion,' forzthat-the Dutch were bearing 
down tous. And now more then ever we became ſenſibly 
of the want of Sea men, nor having enough to Weigh up 
our Anchors ; ſo. that to prevent» a greater miſchief, his 


Highneſs. 
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- place.. Soiin this Second Engagement, Wherein the 
came/.on with the advantage.of the Wind , Freſh Men,.. 
and Proviſions, e#c. again ts, we loſt' never a. Ship, -and* 


ny 
Highneſs was conftrained to order the cutting off his oWn 
Cable, that we might be up with the Enemy. By this 
time Tromp with the Van became Engaged with Spragg, 
and de Ruyter with his Highneſs, who made a ſhew as if he 
would come very near us; but before he came within Muf. 
quet ſhot, he ſprung his Loof, and cloſed his Wind as 


much as he could, going off on a ſuddenfor good and all; 


and then clofing with Tromp, their whole Fleet being 
bravely repulſed, they cautiouſly ftood Pelting at us at a 
great diſtance, that they might be the nearer to their Re- 
ſerve of ſecurity within the 'Sands at Schoxevelt upon occa- 
ſion. It was about 5 a Clock in the Afternoon that the 
Engagement began ; and when they were reduced to P<]- 
ting, it ſo continued till tx or 12 a Clock at Night, we all 
the while keeping our Ground, notwithſtanding their Fire- 
ſhips/; aſter which they Tack'd, ftanding towards the Eaſt 
Scutherly. Then about two in the Morning we Tack'd 
alſo, and ſtood aſter them; but ſceing no likelihood of 
reaching them before they could get within the Sands, we 
thought not meet to follow them any further,and ſo Tack'd 
again and ſtood for. our own Coaſt. What Lols they ſu- 
tained, 'we, by reaſon of their going off in ſuch a Confq- 


fio-? cannottell. On our fide we loſt very few of our Men, 
and'of our Commanders only - Capt. white of the war- 


ſpight and Capt. Sadlington of the (rown were killed ; of 
the Foot Officers, , Capt. Henſbaw, and Lieutenant Fitz 
Gerald ; and Lieutenant Tron was wounded: Bur for 
our Ships, as in the firſt Engagement, after we had ſuffici- 


ently. beaten the Enemy, we came off without the loſs of 


one man of War, or ſo much as one Ship touching the 
Ground, though that Fight was maintained ina angervos 


but few Men. For which His Majeſty and the Nation 
owes. much, next under God, to his Highneſs, who 
Wes tume 
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time when non-ſupplies, and want of Men, and of all ne- 
celſaries, would have ſtartled any man,: gave ſuch fignal 
Evidence of his Courage, Diligence, and Prudence-in tho 
Condu& of the Fleet, as is Admirable to conſider in ſo 
great Diſcouragement'and Diſorder as wo were under, by 
reaſon of the prepoſterous behaviourtand __ of lomo 
others, 

| The next day, being Fre the 5th and no Enemy. in 
ſight, we had leiſure to conſider our Condition ; and then 
from the whole Fleet came miſerable complaints to his 
Highneſs of want of Sca:men, and all manner of things 
in every Ship, though all things had been often written. 
for, and promiſed they ſhould be ſent after us; : the Come 
manders exclaiming they ſhould be thus expoſed, fo as not 


' to have convenient Supplies, but be in want of Powder, 


Shot, Water, Beer, and ſmall ftores, Filhes, and what 
not ; whereupon it being impoſſible to avoid a going 
home, to reviual and refit our ſelves preſently, we fer. 
Sayl for the Gus fleet, and about g a Clock at Night came- 
to an Anchor there, and thence the foilowing day made 
towards the Buoy of the Nore, where on the cighth of Tuze 
we Rode at Anchor, and on the 14th his Highneſs re- 
turned to Londox to give His Majetty an. Account 
things ſtood , and to Preſs on a ſpeedy ſupplying of all | 
Necellaries for the Refitting of the Fleet out to Seca 
again. 

" On the 21/t. his Highneſs Mturned to the Fleet again, 
where, with indefatipeble Induftry, he ſet all things in for- 
wardneſs, and 'made ſo quick diſpatch, that had not a de- 
lay intervened, about a deſign of ſending Souldiers to be 
Landed by us. in Holland, we had been much ſooner out at 
Sea :. but by the 16;h of July his Highneſs Weighed, . and 
His Majeſty alſo in his Yacht, having a trong Gale at'S. 7. 
and came to. the eMidale-ground., : where: humbly taki 
his leave of His Majeft jcſty, o vickly got the Fleet through 
the Nqrrow, and'on 1 the 19th of os ſtood with an __ Y 
effi Day 


[13] 
Sayl for the Coalt of Zealand, The next day we diſcovered 
the Enemies Fleet at Anchor in the Schonevelr,bearing S. E. 
of us: On the 224. in the Morning we ftood to Sea, the 
Enemy no ſoener perceived it but they . ood after us, 
and the Wind Veering ſuddenly to the S. 7; made them 
get the Wind of us, ſo that none of our ſhips could wea- 
' ther them. And to wave an Engaging, for which when 
they ſaw us putting our ſelves in Order, they ſtood for 
their own Coaſt again, and we purſued our Reſolution of 
ſtand along their Coaft, which we did the 24th. look- 
ing into the V/y to Anchor fair off of the Texel. So that 
on the 9th. of Auguſt we had the opportunity ol taking 
one of the Dutch Eft Indea Ships called the Papenburgh , 
making homewards. On the 10tb. we had fight again of 
the Holland Fleet ftanding to the Northward, and bore 
down to them. - Then his Highneſs Commaded the 
French a particular coure, the Encmy being comes three 
Leagues to Leeward of us; but here the French were plea- 
ſed togive vs an early Taft of their Temper : For, their 
Fleet lay by twice-that Night, and made ſo Jittls Sayl, 
that the Enemy had opportunity to ſtretch out a head of. 
us. The firfttimethat the French now faltered thus was 
about 11 a Glock at Night ; whlch his Highneſs wonder- 
ing at, as contrary to Order, our whole Fleet was forced to 
lye bywhileft a Meſſenger was ſent on Board the Count 
d' Eftrees to know ths reaſon, and to Order him to make + 
Sayl ogain. Nevertheleſs, after a little more Sayl made, 
he about one a Clock in the Morning Jaid his Sayls to the 
Maſt again ; which gave a ſecond ſtop to our Elect, while 
' his Highneſs ſent a Meſſage by a ſecond Meſſenger to the 
ſame purpoſe. And by this means the Dutch, making all 
the Sayl they could, and the Wind Veering to the E. and 
E. by S. they got the advantage of the Wind of us, being 
cloſe by the Shore under ({mperdown, About break-day 
we ſaw them about a League and haif to Windward of us, 
the Wind being then at E. S, E.. fair Weather : at which- 
| time 
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' time both'our Fleet and theirs were Randing tothe North- 


ward. Upon: this his Highneſs firetchtiit away till ſix in! 


the Morning, being | Motiday the 11th of - Augwft. The! 


Dutch being then to Windward, began to bear down. upon 
bim : Whereupon his Highneſs thought fit to Tack, not 
having Room to the Eaſtward to Fight ; by which Tack- 

ing the Fleet was brought into a very good Line'and Order. 
The Wind now ats$, E. his Highneſs prepared all things 


_ fora full and deciding Battel, putting abroad the Signal for 


our Fleet to Tack to the Southward; which they did. He' 


had putthe French in the Van; himſelf in the Middle, and 


Sir Edward Spragg inthe Reer. Our Fleet being extended 
longer than the Enemies, and the Wind coming to' the 
South, the Frezch lay fair to get the Wind of them. How-. 


ever, the Enemy 'bore down' and Engaged us; de Ruyter 


undertook his Highneſs: 'Tromp provoked Sir Edward ' 
Spragg and his Blew Squadron, who laid his fore-top Sayl: 
to the Maſt to ſtay: for him, contrary to his Highneſs's Fx- 
preſs Orders, and his own Duty ; while de Ruyter and Bax- 
kaert Vice Admiral of Zealand, -both of them with all- 
their Men of War and Fireſhips, came down upon_ his 


Highneſs his Red Squadron,” except eight Men of War 


of the Zealand Squadron, whom Bankaert had ſent with 


three Fireſhips to fall upon the Reer of the FrexchSquadron; + 


where Monſieur de Martel, the French Vice ' Admiral, 
being Cannon ſhot nearer to the Commanded party of Zea- | 
land, than any other Shipof his Diviſion, received Five of 


- them with ſuch bravery of Reſolution, that he fought them | 


two hours, and was ſo fortunate as to diſable one of them, 
which the reft bad enough to do to carry off; but by the 
way ſhe appeared to be on Fire, cauſed by ſome Fire-balls 
that had been ſhot into her. ,Jhis Gentleman de @Martel 
ſ{cems* by many Circumſtancts-a moſt Gallant Man, Zea- - 
lous of his own Honour, and the Honour of his Nation, and ' 
Fajthfal'to the utmoſt; ſo that when he had obſerved the ' 
Carriage 'of 'his own Admiral Count” a” Eftrees upon this ' 
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occaſion , heafrer the Fight ſent rhe Prince an Account 
thereofin a particular Relation, ir being as he ſaid , the 
ſame that he had ſent to his Maſter the: King of France ; 
wherein he taxed the Count, that he gave thoſe Zealen- 
ders leave to paſs by the whole Squadron of the French 
with their diſabled hip, toſecure her and thernfelves in 
making back to the reſt of their Zealand party : of which 
when de Martel challenged the Captains of his Diviſion for 
failing to releive him,they ſaid they hadOrdees from Mon- 
fieur de Eftrees ro regard none of his Motions, fo that it 
{ſeems the Count choſe rather to venture a point of Honour, 
rhen depart from his own private reſerve of mind. This 
AQion bcing over, de Martel retired, and uniied again 
with the main Body of the French Squadron s where:he 
afterwards durſt nor-be ſo forward any more, but: (tood as 
Kill as thereſt of his Fellows: Of which moreby and 
by. 

"By this behaviour of 4e Eftrees tFere 1s Ground cnough 
to Colle&, That de Ruyter and the Zealand Vice- Admiral 
were before hand pretty confident, that the French - would 
not hurt them : which made the Zealander ſend onely that 
ſmall party of Menof War, to fall upon de Aartel for 
his forwardneſs ; elſe there had been no reaſon he ſhould 
have preſumed ſo far to negle& the Frexch, .as to unite 
himfclf and all the reſt of the Zealanders with the Squa- 
dronof de Rujter, to bring their whole force upon his 

Highneſs. -- 

- -7t wasabaouc $. 4 Clocke're the Fight began, and before 
9. there fella Fogg, with a-{mall Rain, which continued 
until high Noon then it cleared up, and the VVind came 
co: the South, which put the French being a head, to 
Windward of the Dutch: And then the Batre] being re- 
newed,-the whole burthen and brunt of de Ruyter and Bare | 
kaert, (thoſe Men of War alfo thar fougtit 'de Martel beivg 
1nited) tell again upon: his Highneſs and Sit. Job: Har. 
mans Diviſion , while the —_ inſtead of !Tacking <2 
ey: - .. 
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Engaging the Enemy ( as was expected irom them) ſtood 
away to che $, E, the Viad then at S.S. y, and ſtood 
full rwo Leagues away before they Lack d again, adding 
this Complement to the tormer , when they gave the 
cight Zealand Men of War tree paſſage back irom de Martel 
to their Fellows, 'Now as this gaie great Encouragement 
to theEnemy, ſo it would ave appall'd any Man leſs 
Couragious then the Prince, to ſee tiimſelt thus deſcried, 
But belides this, ir - was ſtrange that, Sir Edward Spragg, 
contrary to Order, and to the ſolemn aſſurance that. he 
ave his Highneſs in Perſon the day before, not to be from 
his ſide, ſhould make a {rparate Fighting with 7romp ſo 
far Leewardof all rze reſt. Nor was his Highncfles Reer- 
Admiral 'Sir Fobz Chichely with his Divition near, becauſe 
the Enemy had ſoon interpoled between tim and the 
Prince : ſo that betwixt twelve and one of the Clock, his 
Highneſs was wholly ſurrounded by the Ducth, being 
prefled by de Ruyter and hts Squadron on his Lee-quarter , 
an Admiral with two Flags more on his Weather -quarter, 
and the Zealand Squadron on his broad-fide ro Windward. 
Thus they imployed all their Forces, having deſigned to 
take no more notice of the Frexch than the French did .of 
them, or of his Highneſs ; although they had continually 
in their Eye, the Blew Flagg ſet upox the M1299 Peek , which 
was the Signal tofall on, expreſly ſet down inthe General 

Inſtructions for Fighting, which had been fent before b 
his Highneſs to Count d' Eftrees ; which hath been atteſted 
alſo by Martelin his Relation, and thar the Prince did 
give the Signal before mentioned, with all other ſigns that 
might incite 4” Eſtrees to bear down to his Aſliſtance, ha- 
ving a fair Wind for the purpoſe ; but that inſtead of this, 
he kept the VVind, contenting himſelf to- give his ſhips 
more than Cannon and half diſtance from the Enemy. 
And 'tis related further by de Martel, That himſclf ſaw 
very well how ſhameful this was z bur being under Com- 
mand now, not to Attempt any thing without Order from 
: es 
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the Count ; and beſides, nor daring to truſt the Captains 
of his own party to follow him, whoin the former Action 
this day had deferced him, he ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, 
and could do no more but forbid any ſhooting from his 
ſhip. : And he concludes his Relation with theſe ,words , - 
That if the Count would have fallen in with the fatr wind up:n de 
Ruyrer azd Bankaert, at ther firſt Engaging, who far exceeded 
the Prince in number of force, they muſt needs have been incloſed 
between his Highneſs and d' Efirees, and ſo there would have 
been an entire Defeat of the Enemy. 

Nevertheleſs , his Highneſs proſecuted the Fight on, 
withanundaunted mind,and ſo anſwered them ar all points, 
that he gave them enough of it, and fo forced them to 

ive way, That he ſoon got an opportunity to joyn with Sir 
Fobhn Chichely : which being done, abour two of the Clok 
his Highneſs diſcovered Sir Edward Sprazg with his Blew 
Squadron at a great dittance, about 3 Leagues to Lee-ward, 
bearing NV. N. E. and not knowing what condition 
that Squadron was in, and not hearing the Guns well 
plyed, he made all the ſail he could rowards them, to 
unite and relieve them, if he ſhould find occaſion requi- 
red it. 

No ſooner had de Ruyter perceived the deſign of the 
Prince, bur he left Firtng, and bore away alſo with his 
whole Fleet, to the relict of Tromp; ſothat both Fleets 
ran. down fide by ſidewirhin Range of Cannon-fhot ; bur 
without firing on either (ide; and as we were fatling down, 
we ſaw many of Spragg's Blew ſquadron, which we judged 
had received ſuch damage to Windward of ht: Body 
and ſome of the Red likewiſe, to whom his Highneſs fired 
a Gun, as acallto them to bear down to him : notwith- 
ſtanding which they did not 3 butabour four a Clock we 
were got nigh the Blew Squadron, where we found Sir Eqd- 
ward Sprazg s ſhip, the Royal Prince wholly dilablcd , her 
Main-maſt, Mizon-maſt , and fore top-maſt ſhor away, 
and divers more ſhips of his EE difabled , the Vice- 

2 | Ad- 


{46:) 
Admiralof the Blew laying to W indward of her, mending 
his Sails and Rigging ;z the Ear] cf Offery, Reer- Admiral 
'of the Blew, -lay a (tern of the Royal Price, berween her 
and the Enemy z bending of h1s rew Sails, and mending 
'hts ABS, and two Frigats by htm ; whereupon hts 
Highneſs (ent two Frigats to rake the Royal Prince 1 a 
Tow. | | 
Now Tromps Squadron lay to the Eaftward of them , 
fome of them Diſabled alfo of their. Top-maſts and Yards, 
part of his Squadron with his Vice-Admiral and Reer- 
Admiral ſtanding to the Eaftward clofe by a Wind with | 
all the ſail they could togain ir, and fo they Tack't again 
upon the Blew; at which time we came near them, being [ 
abour four a Clock : Then de Ruyter fired a Gun, upon 
which Tremp Tackt, with deſign to make themſelves 
Maſters of our Lame fhips, vzz. The Rojal Prince and 
others ; the Royal Prizce being bravely defended by Sir Fohn 
Kempthorn, and the Earl of Ofſſery, and aſſiſted by fome 
of tne ſame Squadron. This n:ade us lay by for Sit Fohz 
Kempthorn, to get our Flcet in order to Attack the: Ene- 
my again,and then hi> Highnefs pur out the Blew Flagg apon 
the 34:z07- Peek, which is the uſual Signal to bring Fj rhe 
ſhips intothe General Wakeor Grains, and ſer Ketches, 
Sloops and Boats, to ſhips that were ro windward, to 
Command themin : whereupon we bore up, and ſtecred in 
between de Ruyter and our Lame ſhips, and fired a Gun to 
forme of our own ſhips to windward to bear down ; but none 
came near toafhiſt his Highneſs bur Sir Fohz Kempthorn and 
my Lord Oferz;ſo we have reaſon to telieve,that except bis 
Highneſs had come inſo happily to the relicf,che Blew $qua- 
dron had been totally loſt, ſince they were fo Difabled, that 
no more of them bur thoſe two Flags only were in a condi- 
tion to give them any Aſhftancein a further encountring 
with che Enemy, 

Abour 5. a Clock de Ruyter with all his Flaggs and Fleet, 
came {ide by fidecloſe up with the Prince ; ſo there beean 

a very . 
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a very ſharpEngagement $2. PE had. none. beſides 
the Vice- Admiral & Recr-Admiral of che Blew to ſecond 
Him, but Sir Fohz Harman, ' Captain Davis tn the Triumph, 
Capt. Stout in the warſpight, and his Highnefſes own Divi- 
ſion, Sir Fohn Holmes in the Rupert, Captain Zegge in the 
Royal Katherine, Sir-ohn. Berry in the Reſolution, Sit 7obn 
Early in the Henry, Sir Roger Strickland in the 4fary, and 
Capt. Carter in the Crows, a 4th. Rate ſhip; in all not 
apove 13,0r 14, hips: The Fight' was very ſharp and 
cloſe ; about 7.a Clock his Highneſs forced rhe Enemy 
Into a-very great diforder, and then ſent ewo Fire-ſhips 
amongſt chem ;z which increaſed ir ; and if the Frexch, who 
now' again lay at a convenient diſtance to. Windward , 
_ would ave obeyed the Princes ſignal , and bore down 
upon the Enemy according to their Duty, we muſt needs 
have Routed them, and Tornthem in Pieces. . It was the 
plaineft and greateſt opporcunity that ever was loſt at Sea, 
The > cuntinuedtill the day was nigh ſpent , and the 
Sun juſt ſertingsz all which time his Higneſs ſeeing my 
Lord of Offery and Sir Foby Kempthora both in ſome imea- 
ſure Diſabled, and none elle likely to be Afſiſting to make 
a through end of the Buſineſs, it was high time to carry 
off our- Diſabled ſhips , tro which parpoſe he edged off t0- 
wards them with an cafie ſail,” and the D=tc< laid their 

heads to the Eaſtward : ſo the Battel ended. = 
Whenthe Night had parted us and the Enemy, and 0- 
more was to be done, came a Meſſenger from Count d; 
Eftrees the French Agdmiral,' ro demand Orders, and: to 
know wat was meant by the Blew Flagg wpon the M120%- 
Peek, though all the Engliſh knew, and ſo did htz own 
Vice-Admiral acknowledge, and the Inſtructions for 
Fighting which the Prince had ſent him, and ochers of the 
French Captains can tell, and all the VWWorld, that he had 
as much Reaſon ro know it, and more Eminently, that 
any of themſelves; however, ir was cunningly done of 
Count a” Eſtrees , by a ſpecial Meflage ro complear che 
WH0e 
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whole affair thus with a Ld Mockery, after the Hol ax- 
ders had {tood off ro their own Ceaſt, _ I 

As to the Dammage on cither t1de, great Exccution was 
done upon the Tackle. and Rigging by both Parties, and 
divers ſhips diſabled 3 Tromp thitted his ſhip on that Ac- 
count once, and. Sir Edward: Spragg twice ;. fothat when 

 theRoal Prince was difabled ghe went and ſetup bis Flag in 
rhe St. Georgez Which becoming diſabled alſo, he was tain 
to take Boat ro goon Board the Royal Charls, and had nor - 
Rowed ten Boars length, but a Buller came and broke 
his Poat : They made back again as faſt as tl.ey could, 
before they could get.within throw of the Ropes, the Boar 
{unk, and Sir Edward Spragg was drowned, though when 
he was taken up his Head and Shoulders were found above 
Warter, his Arms having taken ſo dead a hold of ſome part 
of the Boar, thatthey could not diſ- engage him from ir. 
Neither we nor the French loſt one ſhip of War; onely the 
Henrietta Tatcht was funk by the fide of my Lord Offery. 
Of the lain we are to reckon Captain Le Neve,Caprain 
Merryweather of the Duke of Buckinghaxs Regiment, being 
Foot-Officers, and Mr. May, a Volunteer, Of Sea- 
Commanders Sir w:#zam Reeves ( a Perſonof great bra-_ 
very, one that from f1is yourh had been Educated by his 
Highneſs, and who had conftantly attended him with 
high Courage, . and Fidelity in all Fortunes by Sea and 
Land ; fo that he arrived tothe skill, and made good the 
CharacQer of a Gallant Commander) and Captain Hey- 
ward (a Gallant old Sea-man)both dyed of their wounds, 
which were all of note that we heer of. In his Higbneſs's 
own ſhip were ſ1xty men {lain and dangerouſly wounded. 

W tat the Enemy loſt was hard to determine ; but two 
of their great Ships of 70. and 60. guns were loſt , ineur 
ſight, the cne ſunk by Sir 7ohz Kempthorn. Two of the Dutch 
Flag-Officers with ſeveral Caprains were {lain ; and of com. 
mon Sea-men a very conlidcrable number, 
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Now, having run over all tht;e Tk of this Sum- 
mers Aion , let us paulc alittle, and confider the He- 
roick behavior of the Excellent Prince ; how Gloriouſly 
he acquitted himſelf in all the parts of a great General, 
and whether it were poſflible for any Man, under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, to do more than he hath dune? Inthe midſt 
of ſo many intrigues of Oppoſition here at home, ſo many 
delays of his Commiſhon, fo few Powers contained in it , 
ſuch ſcanty number of Sca-men, fo little aflurance of di- 
vers Chiet Commanders, ſuch tailure of Proviſions, ſuch 
want of Ammunicton and all other Neceflaries,ſfuch deceit 
of Navy- Officers, ſuch non-obſervance of Orders at Sea 
among{t his own Ergl:ſh, and ſo manifeſt defeQions of the 
French, not to be Staggered in his Reſojution , nor to be 
ut out of all Patience and Prudence in Aion, nor to 
abate of his AﬀeC@tion and Zcal tor the Honour and Service 
of His Majelty , the ſafeguard and Intereſt of Religion 
and the Kingdom, ina ſcaſon when ſo many Popiſh Pro- 
jeors plaid a Game under board, and above too, will be 
an everlaſting Argument of his Highneſſes Valour and 
Renown ; and mult needs be a ſtrong Obligation upon the 
King, the Parliament, and peolpe of Ezgland ; who are 
now left tojudge, whether it was nota wonderful good 
Providence of God, and one of the moſt memorable 
pieces of Service ever done ar Sea , to ſurmount all thoſe 
difficulties, andevenEnvy ir ſelf ; and after all, to bring 
home the Fleet Royal of Ergland, without the loſs of one 
Man of War, to her own ſhore in faftey, in deſpight of all 
Enemies that deſigned otherwile by Sea and Land, 
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